Osteoclasts are nearly non existent in mutant osteopetrotic (op/op) mice due to defects in the expression of the macrophage colony stimulating factor (M CSF). Thus, areal distribution of the biological apatite (BAp) c axis in a femoral cross section of the op/op mouse was investigated using a microbeam X ray diffraction system in order to understand the role of osteoclasts on formation of BAp preferential alignment.
, (c))，高倍率 (Fig. (b) , Figs. 3 (b) and (d) . The preferential alignment of the BAp c axis is the relative integrated intensity ratio of the (002) diffraction peak to the overlapping diffraction peaks of (211), (112) and (300). 
